Ultimate Health Plans, (UHP) evaluates the incorporation of new technology and the new application of existing technology in its benefit plan, including medical and behavioral healthcare procedures, pharmaceuticals and devices.
UHP has a formal mechanism to evaluate and address new developments in technology and new applications of existing technology for inclusion in its benefits plan to keep pace with changes and to ensure that members have equitable access to safe and effective care.
UHP's written process for evaluating new technology and the new application of existing technology for inclusion in its benefits plan includes an evaluation of the following;
• • All applicable information and research will be attached to the Pre-Determination Review Form by the Medical Director or designated researcher.
• The Medical Director will make a determination to approve or deny based on the following: a. The technology must have final approval from the appropriate government regulatory bodies, when such approval is applicable: The initial determination will apply only to the member for whom it was made. A general recommendation for the technology may be made by the Medical Advisory Committee (MAC). The Quality Management Steering Committee (QMSC) makes the final determination regarding coverage.
• The Medical Director may request a review by an independent expert review agent at any time during this process
• From the Medical Director's determination, a Coverage Guideline may be drafted
• The draft Coverage Guideline is then presented to the MAC for review.
• • The QMSC will evaluate the MAC's recommendation. If approved, the final decision will be incorporated in the final Coverage Guideline, which is then distributed to the staff
• Experimental therapy is excluded from coverage by all UHP's policies
• Any requests for enrollment in clinical studies will be received and handled according to Medicare Guidelines
• If the request is approved, UM 001 -Organization Determinations Policy and Procedure is followed.
• If the request is not approved, UM 002 -Adverse Organization Determinations Policy and Procedure is followed. .
